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(57) ABSTRACT

A measurement module for monitoring an operating condi-
tion of a roller bearing having a first bearing ring and a
second bearing ring rotating with respect to each other
around a rotation axis comprises an energy harvesting
device operable to generate energy from a relative move-
ment between the first and second bearing rings and at least
one deformation sensor operable to provide a deformation
signal indicative of a deformation of a surface region of one
bearing ring of the first and the second bearing rings. The
deformation sensor is powered by the energy harvesting
device. An evaluation circuit is operable to determine, using
the deformation signal, a strain signal indicative of a present
load on the bearing. The evaluation circuit is powered by the
energy harvesting device and a common housing encloses
the energy harvesting device, the deformation sensor and the
evaluation circuit.
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1
MODULE FOR DETERMINING AN
OPERATING CHARACTERISTIC OF A
BEARING

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This is a National Stage application claiming the benefit
of International Application Number PCT/EP2012/073529
filed on 23 Nov. 2012, which claims the benefit of U.S.
Provisional Patent Application No. 61/637,539 filed on 24
Apr. 2012, both of which are incorporated herein by refer-
ence in their entireties.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention relate to condition
monitoring of roller bearings and in particular to a measure-
ment module for monitoring an operating condition of a
roller bearing having a first bearing ring and a second
bearing ring rotating with respect to each other.

BACKGROUND OF THE PRESENT
INVENTION

Condition monitoring of roller bearings is of increasing
importance, particularly in applications with roller bearings
of intermediate and greater size, such as for example the
roller bearings used in wind energy converters or in other
types of power plants, in general.

One particular example of an operating condition to be
monitored is the monitoring of the present load on the
bearing, which has significant impact on the calculating of
a remaining service live, the occurrence of over-load con-
ditions or of under-load conditions etc. However, apart from
directly gathering information on operating conditions of a
roller bearing, condition monitoring may also be utilized to
determine useful information on a major system embodying
the particular roller bearing. For example, if roller bearings
in the hubs or wheels of an automobile are employing load
sensing, the individual load on the wheels may be deter-
mined such as to, for example, electronically control the
amount of power provided to each driven wheel or the
amount of braking power applied to each of the wheels.

Despite its undeniable benefits, condition monitoring of
roller bearings is only rarely used, since different types of
sensors, evaluation electronics and communication electron-
ics utilized to communicate the determined load or another
operating condition to a monitoring circuit have to be
separately installed on the roller bearing, wired together and
provided with operating energy. It may be rather time
consuming and expensive to individually attach the different
sensor types and the associated evaluation electronics and
energy sources to the roller bearings. Furthermore, conven-
tional solutions require excessive amounts of additional
space in the environment of the roller bearing so that
typically completely new constructions had to be performed,
when condition monitoring had to be integrated into a roller
bearing.

Hence, there is a desire for a concept allowing to imple-
ment condition monitoring in roller bearings more effi-
ciently.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT
INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention allow this by
providing a measurement module for monitoring an oper-
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2

ating condition of a roller bearing having a first bearing ring
and a second bearing ring rotating with respect to each other
around a rotation axis, wherein the module comprises an
energy harvesting device operable to generate energy from
a relative movement between the first and second bearing
rings and at least one deformation sensor operable to provide
a deformation signal indicative of a deformation of a surface
region of one bearing ring of the first and the second bearing
rings. An evaluation circuit is operable to determine, using
the deformation signal, a strain signal indicative of a present
load on the bearing and is powered by the energy harvesting
device as well as the deformation sensor. A common housing
encloses the energy harvesting device, the deformation
sensor and the evaluation circuit. That is, all components
required to perform load sensing of a load on a roller bearing
are provided within a common housing such as to be able to
provide the capability to monitor an operating characteristic
of a roller bearing by simply mounting an embodiment of a
measurement module to the roller bearing. While utilizing
an embodiment of the present invention, a full functionality
of load monitoring may be provided without the additional
need to apply individual sensors or components in the
vicinity of the roller bearing and to afterwards wire those
components together.

To this end, it may also become feasible to implement
condition monitoring into already existing constructions or
environments by utilizing an embodiment of a measurement
module according to the present invention to attach it to an
existing roller bearing, particularly to a side face thereof.

This may particularly be the case, when so-called “side
load measurement” is utilized. This may particularly be the
case, when the deformation sensor is operable to determine
a deformation of a surface region which is essentially
perpendicular to the rotation axis. That is, in the example of
a radial bearing, the deformation sensor would be operable
to provide a deformation signal that is indicative of a
deformation of a radially extending side face of the bearing
ring. To this end, any kind of sensor may be used, which is
capable of sensing a deformation of a surface region of a
bearing ring, such as for example capacitive or optical
sensors (lasers), capable to determine a distance between the
surface with respect to a reference surface or, as a further
example, strain gauges attached to the surface in the surface
region so that elastic deformations of the surface and hence
of the bearing ring may be sensed by an associated elonga-
tion or compression of the one or more strain gauges
attached to the surface.

That is, particularly compact implementations of mea-
surement modules may become feasible by utilizing side
load measurement, which is based on the sensing and further
processing of a deformation of a surface region on a bearing
ring which is essentially perpendicular to the rotation axis.
More generally, with side load measurement, a deformation
of a surface region which is substantially different than any
surface parallel to the rotation axis may be utilized. The
deformation of such a surface region is caused by the load
as transferred from the inner ring to the outer ring via the
rolling elements of the bearing. In particular, when a rolling
element passes an area neighboured to the particular surface
region, the load as transferred via the rolling element causes
an elastic deformation of the inner or outer ring and hence
a deformation of the surface region of the bearing ring. Even
when the vector of the main load on the roller bearing points
into a different direction than the surface normal of the
surface region, a conclusion on the direction and the strength
of the load vector can be drawn when the mechanical
characteristics of the roller bearing, in particular the material
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and the dimensions of the bearing rings and the number,
dimension and material of the rolling elements are known.
The determination of the load vector may, for example, be
performed using Finite Element Analysis Methods (FEM),
modelling the deformation characteristic of the roller bear-
ing in different operating conditions, for example at different
load vector directions, temperatures or the like. This concept
may be utilized to determine the load on radial bearings as
well as on axial bearings.

Examples of radial bearings are deep-groove ball-bear-
ings, spherical roller bearings, angular contact ball bearings,
cylindrical roller bearings, needle roller bearings, and taper
roller bearings. For example, a deep-groove ball-bearing is
designed for supporting predominantly radial loads, whereas
a spherical roller bearing is typically designed for accom-
modating both heavy radial loads as well as heavy axial
loads. In a radial bearing, the first ring and the second ring
are not only co-axial but also concentric. That is, one of the
first ring and the second ring (i.e., the inner ring) lies
concentrically within the other one of the first ring and the
second ring (i.e., the outer ring), and the first ring and the
second ring lie in substantially the same plane substantially
perpendicular to the axis. The paths traversed by the plu-
rality of rolling elements, when the radial bearing is in
operational use, are concentric with the first ring and the
second ring. The inner ring and the outer ring form a
coplanar configuration and rotate coaxially relative to each
other.

In an axial bearing, the first ring and the second ring are
arranged so as to be co-axial, but not concentric. The first
ring lies in a first plane substantially perpendicular to the
axis, and the second ring lies in second plane substantially
perpendicular to the axis and spaced apart from the first
plane. The paths traversed by the plurality of rolling ele-
ments when the axial bearing is in operational use, are
coaxial with the first ring and the second ring, but lie in
another plane substantially parallel with the first plane and
second plane.

In integrating the energy source, i.e. an energy harvesting
device independent from any further cabling or wiring, the
deformation sensor and an evaluation circuit operable to
perform signal processing on the deformation signal as
provided by the deformation sensor may into a single
module, all the functionality required to provide condition
monitoring of a roller bearing is united into a single housing.
This may provide the required functionality by simply
mounting the measurement module as a whole to a bearing
ring of a roller bearing, irrespective of whether it is a radial
roller bearing or an axial roller bearing.

According to some embodiments of the present invention,
the energy harvesting device is operable to generate the
energy from a magnetic field of varying flux, i.e. without
acquiring physical contact to the opposing bearing ring,
which is the bearing ring opposite to the one the measure-
ment module is mounted to. To this end, the energy har-
vesting device may, for example, comprise one or more coils
in order to sense the flux of' a magnet assembly of permanent
magnets as mounted to the opposing bearing ring. As
compared to other embodiments, where the energy harvest-
ing device requires mechanical contact to the opposing
bearing ring, so as to for example drive gear wheels or the
like, this may provide for the possibility to even be insen-
sitive to slight variations or misalignments of the geometry,
as for example to misalignments of the bearing rings up to
+2° or higher.

According to some embodiments, measurement modules
may be tailored to specific roller bearings in that the defor-
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mation sensor is located on a surface region of the bearing
where a deformation of the surface depends on a load on the
bearing according to a predetermined, particularly according
to an essentially linear relationship. To this end, the position
of the load sensor within the common housing may be
adapted to the particular geometry of the roller bearing to be
monitored in that the deformation sensor is placed on a
surface region allowing for the determination of a load on
the bearing with utmost precision.

According to some embodiments, this may be achieved
by performing a finite element analysis of the roller bearing.
According to some further embodiments, the determination
of'the strain signal indicative of a present load on the bearing
may be based on an inverse finite element transformation so
as to determine the load vector based on a finite element
model of the bearing. However, a strain signal as determined
by the evaluation signal does not necessarily comprise
information on the load vector directly. A strain signal as
understood herein does generally comprise information
allowing to conclude at least implicitly on the direction
and/or magnitude of the load vector. That is, further embodi-
ments may employ simple signal processing on analog
voltages or currents as determined from a strain sensor or the
like so as to determine a signal indicative of a strain on the
sensor. The determination of a load vector may then be based
on the strain signal as determined by the evaluation circuit,
which may be performed by subsequent evaluation devices
or electronics.

According to some embodiments of the present invention,
the contour or the border of the common housing may be
tailored to the particular roller bearing in that it, at least
partly, has the shape of a circular arc with a radius corre-
sponding to the radius of the bearing ring to which the
module is attached. To this end, a position of the deforma-
tion sensor with respect to the circular part of the common
housing may be chosen such that the deformation sensor is
located at or above the surface region when the housing is
mounted on the bearing ring such that the circular arc is
aligned with the radius of the bearing ring. To this end, a
module may be provided such that the maximum precision
for the determination of the load vector may be achieved by
simply aligning the housing of the module with the bearing
ring.

In order to provide the functionality within the common
housing and hence to enable the implementation of the
additional functionality of condition monitoring by simply
attaching a measurement module according to the invention
to at least one bearing ring of a roller bearing, some
embodiments of the present invention provide the electrical
coupling between the energy harvesting device and the
deformation sensor within the common housing itself.
According to a further embodiment of the present invention,
a measurement module itself comprises one or more per-
manent magnets. This may provide for the possibility to
mount two measurement modules at a roller bearing, one at
either bearing ring. When both of the bearing rings comprise
an energy harvesting device comprising permanent magnets
used to provide the magnetic field utilized by the energy
harvesting device to supply the required energy, mounting
two measurement modules on a particular bearing provides
for all the necessary components in order to generate energy
via the energy harvesting device without the necessity to
couple, for example, any further permanent magnets to one
of the bearing rings directly.

According to some embodiments, the common housing
furthermore comprises an acoustical transducer in order to
additionally receive acoustic feedback as a further operating
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characteristic of the roller bearing. Acoustic feedback may
be utilized, for example, by performing a frequency analysis
on the received signal, to identify any frequency compo-
nents in the acoustical signal of the bearing that may hint to
a failure of the bearing or the necessity to apply additional
lubricant or the like. An additional functionality may be
implemented without any additional effort by utilizing such
a measurement module. According to some embodiments,
the energy harvesting device may also be coupled to an
evaluation circuit in order to derive information on a rota-
tional frequency of the bearing, based on the varying flux of
the permanent magnets of the energy harvesting device.

According to further embodiments, the module further-
more comprises a wireless transmitter coupled with the
evaluation circuit, the wireless transmitter being operable to
transmit the strain signal or information on the strain signal
to a corresponding transceiver, wherein the wireless trans-
mitter is powered by the energy harvesting device. This
allows to not only derive the necessary information without
any external wiring but also to transmit the information
without having to attach any further components to the
bearing than an embodiment of the measurement module.

Wireless transmitters with this respect may, for example
correspond to one of the mobile communication systems or
transceivers standardized by the 3rd Generation Partnership
Project (3GPP), as Global System for Mobile Communica-
tions (GSM), Enhanced Data rates for GSM Evolution
(EDGE), GSM EDGE Radio Access Network (GERAN),
Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network (UTRAN) or
Evolved UTRAN (E-UTRAN), e.g. Universal Mobile Tele-
communication System (UMTS), Long Term Evolution
(LTE) or LTE-Advanced (LTE-A), or mobile communica-
tion systems with different standards, e.g. Multistandard
Radio (MSR), Worldwide Interoperability for Microwave
Access (WIMAX) IEEE 802.16 or Wireless Local Area
Network (WLAN) IEEE 802.11, generally any system based
on Time Division Multiple Access (TDMA), Frequency
Division Multiple Access (FDMA), Code Division Multiple
Access (CDMA), Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiple
Access (OFDMA) or any other technology with a multi-
plexing capable physical layer like Filter Bank Based Mul-
ticarrier (FBMC) systems. Of course, also short range com-
munication systems such as Nanotron (Chirp Spread
Spectrum), ANT, DUST, Wireless HART, ISA100, Blu-
etooth or ZigBee may be used.

According to some embodiments of the invention, the
common housing comprises a particular fixation structure
which is adapted to attach the housing to a surface of the
bearing ring such that the deformations of the surface region
of the bearing ring are transformed into a corresponding
deformation of a reference surface of the housing. That is, it
may not be necessary to directly attach the deformation
sensor to the surface of the bearing ring but to rather attach
it to an appropriately manufactured common housing
beforehand.

Embodiments of the present invention, hence, also com-
prise roller bearings having at least one measurement mod-
ule according to any of the preceding embodiments attached
to one bearing ring of the first and second bearing rings.

According to further embodiments of the present inven-
tion, roller bearings of the above type have additionally
attached thereto one or more permanent magnets to the other
bearing ring of the first and second bearing rings, so as to be
able to provide a magnetic field of varying flux allowing to
generate the required energy by the energy harvesting device
of the module.
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According to further embodiments, roller bearings com-
prise one measurement module on the first bearing ring and
another measurement module on the second bearing ring,
wherein both measurement modules comprise permanent
magnets utilized to generate the magnetic field as required
for the operation of the other measurement module.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

Some embodiments of apparatuses and/or methods will be
described in the following by way of example only, and with
reference to the accompanying figures, in which

FIG. 1 shows an embodiment of a measurement module
as attached to an outer ring of a roller bearing;

FIG. 2 shows a schematic sketch of the parameters to be
considered to implement a measurement module as illus-
trated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 shows an embodiment of a roller bearing having
mounted thereto a measurement module on each of the inner
and outer bearing rings; and

FIG. 4 shows a schematic sketch of the parameters to be
considered to implement two measurement modules as
illustrated in FIG. 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENT
INVENTION

Various embodiments will now be described with refer-
ence to the accompanying figures in which only some
exemplary embodiments are illustrated. For the sake of
clarity, individual components, lines, layers and/or regions
within the figures may not be drawn to scale.

It should be understood, however, that there is no intent
to limit further embodiments to the particular implementa-
tions disclosed in the following figures. To the contrary, it is
pointed out that further embodiments may use alternative
implementations or modifications and equivalents of the
implementations disclosed in the figures which fall within
the scope of the invention. In particular, the fact that
individual functionalities are described with respect to dif-
ferent entities, functional blocks or devices shall not be
construed to mean that those entities are physically sepa-
rated in all possible further embodiments of the present
invention. Further embodiments may also unite several
functionalities in a single entity, functional block or device.
Also, multiple functionalities described with respect to one
single entity, functional block or device may be distributed
over multiple physically separated components in further
embodiments or implementations.

It will be understood that when an element is referred to
as being “connected” or “coupled” to another element, it can
be directly connected or coupled to the other element or
intervening elements may be present. In contrast, when an
element is referred to as being “directly connected” or
“directly coupled” to another element, there are no inter-
vening elements present. Other words used to describe the
relationship between elements should be interpreted in a like
fashion (e.g., “between” versus “directly between,” “adja-
cent” versus “directly adjacent,” etc.).

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting further embodiments. As used herein, the singular
forms “a,” “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural
forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.
It will be further understood that the terms “comprises”,
“comprising,” “includes” and/or “including,” when used
herein, specify the presence of stated features, integers,
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steps, operations, elements and/or components, but do not
preclude the presence or addition of one or more other
features, integers, steps, operations, elements, components
and/or groups thereof.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein shall have the same mean-
ing as commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the
particular art.

Like reference numbers refer to like or similar elements
throughout the following description of the figures.

FIG. 1 shows a particular embodiment of a measurement
module 1 as attached to a roller bearing having spherical
rollers 2 placed between an inner bearing ring 4 and an outer
bearing ring 6, which rotate with respect to each other
around a rotation axis. The measurement module 1 com-
prises a common housing 8, enclosing or comprising the
electronics and the individual sensors of the measurement
module of FIG. 1. In particular, the measurement module 1
comprises an energy harvesting device 10 comprising one or
a plurality of coils 12 in order to sense a magnetic field as
generated by a variable reluctance ring 14 attached to the
inner ring 4 by means of gluing, screwing or the like. When
the inner and outer rings rotate with respect to each other, the
variable reluctance ring 14 generates a varying magnetic
flux at the coil 12, hence inducing a voltage, which is
provided to a power harvesting electronic 16 in order to
generate the power as required by the additional components
of the measurement module. To this end, the power harvest-
ing electronic 16 may comprise buffer capacitors, rectifiers,
transformers or the like such as to provide an appropriate
output voltage for the remaining devices or circuitry. It goes
without saying that alternative embodiments may use an
energy harvesting device 10 in which the associated elec-
tronics of the coil 12 and the power harvesting electronics
are embodied within a single electric circuit or even on a
single printed circuit board or die of semiconductor material.

According to the embodiment of FIG. 1, the signal as
generated by the coil 12 or induced in the coil 12 is also
utilized to determine the speed of the relative rotation
between the inner ring 4 and the outer ring 6. The speed may
be determined by measuring the frequency of the AC wave
generated by the generator or energy harvesting device 10.
Since the flux variation is given by the features in the
opposing ring 14, the speed can be calculated. The gap 18 is
introduced to allow for the application of another measure-
ment unit with generator on the opposing ring. The appear-
ance of a gap 18 in the variable reluctance ring 14 may be
sensed and used for the determination of the associated
frequency of the rotation and/or to establish the relative
position (i.e. phase) of the opposing rings of the bearing. The
embodiment of FIG. 1 utilizes two strain gauges 20a and
2054 as a deformation sensor 20, which are attached to the
surface of the outer ring 6 in order to determine deforma-
tions on the surface underneath the strain gauges 20a and
20b. These occur when the outer ring 6 deforms elastically
such that the side face of the outer ring 6, i.e. the surface of
the bearing ring having a surface normal parallel to the axis
of the rotation bends outwards due to elastic deformation of
the bearing ring. To this end, the deformation signal as
directly determined by the strain gauges 20a and 205 is
indicative of a deformation of a surface region of the outer
ring 6, which is to one of the bearing rings of the roller
bearing.

In order to perform the measurement and to provide a
deformation signal, the deformation sensor, i.e. the strain
gauges 20a and 205 are powered by the energy harvesting
device 10. In order to provide the signal indicative of the
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deformation of the surface region, the strain gauges 20a and
205 may be directly connected to the surface region of the
outer ring 6 of the bearing. To this end, the common housing
8 may provide an opening at the position of the surface
region of the bearing. In further embodiments, however, the
deformation sensor, i.e. the strain gauges 20a and 205, may
be directly connected to a reference surface of the common
housing 8, while the common housing 8 comprises a fixation
structure which is adapted to attach the housing to a surface
of the bearing such that the deformations of the surface
region of the bearing ring are transformed into correspond-
ing deformations of the reference surface. To this end, in
further embodiments, the housing may also comprise a
material or component which is situated between the strain
gauges 20a and 205 and the surface region of the outer ring
6.

The deformation signal as provided by the strain gauges
20a and 2056 is used by an evaluation circuit 22 in order to
determine a strain signal indicative of a present load on the
bearing. That is, the evaluation circuit may evaluate a
voltage or current change through the strain gauges in order
to provide or to derive a signal, which is depending on the
strain applied to the strain gauges. For example, the depen-
dency may be essentially linear. Having a measure for an
elongation or compression of the strain gauges, one may,
using a finite element model of the roller bearing or the outer
ring 6, conclude on a load as transferred by a spherical roller
from the inner ring 4 to the outer ring 6. Hence, a vector of
the load as supported by the bearing may be derived.

In the particular embodiment of a measurement module 1
as illustrated in FIG. 1, the common housing furthermore
encloses an acoustical transducer 24, which is attached to the
surface of the outer ring 6 in order to receive acoustic
information as generated by the bearing. The frequency
distribution of the acoustic signal and the intensity of the
signal may allow to draw conclusions on the condition of the
bearing, such as for example an expected remaining lifetime,
the amount of additional grease required or the like. To this
end, also the acoustical transducer 24 may be coupled to the
evaluation circuit 22 in order to evaluate the information and
to provide the associated information to a user, e.g. utilizing
a wireless transmitter, which may be integrated with the
evaluation circuit 22.

While FIG. 1 illustrates the common housing 8 in an open
condition, i.e. where the housing is open such as to make the
components within the housing visible, it goes without
saying that further embodiments may also utilize housings
which are sealed once and forever, that is housings that
cannot be opened. In general, a common housing enclosing
one or more of the devices of the monitoring module may be
understood as a housing which completely encloses all of
the devices or which only partly encloses one or all of the
devices. That is, the housing may comprise openings in the
direction of the bearing ring or openings on the opposite
side, such as to provide access to, e.g., the strain gauges 20a
and 2056 or the energy harvesting circuit 10 for maintenance
reasons or the like.

Embodiments of measurement modules according to the
present invention may be glued, screwed, bolted, molded or
soldered to one of the inner or outer rings. Generally, they
may be mounted using any appropriate technique such as to
fix the common housing to the surface of the inner ring 4 or
the outer ring 6. It goes without saying that in further
embodiments of roller bearings, the measurement module
may as well be mounted to the inner ring 4 while the variable
reluctance ring 14 is mounted to the outer ring 6.
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In particular, when specifically tailoring a measurement
module according to the present invention to a specific roller
bearing, the shape, especially the curvature of the common
housing 8 may be designed to correspond to the radius of the
inner or outer rings. Furthermore, the distance of the strain
gauges 20a and 205 to the side faces, i.e. the curved
elements of the common housing 8, may be chosen or
predetermined such that the strain gauges 20a and 205 come
in place to an ideal position for performing side load
measurements.

The interdependencies that one may consider when
designing a measurement module for a particular type of
roller bearing are illustrated in FIG. 2. The basic geometry
is defined by the inner and outer rings and their respective
relative diameters and, in particular, by the gap provided
between the inner and outer rings at the side faces thereof.
Those particular dimensions may be utilized to design the
size and the shape of the common housing 8 as well as the
position of the individual sensors, in particular the position
of the at least one deformation sensor within the common
housing so that it is placed in an optimum position at the side
face of the bearing ring. This optimum position may be
determined beforehand, utilizing an FEM analysis of the
roller bearing. Furthermore, the variable reluctance ring 14
or, in more general terms, the position of at least one
permanent magnet on the inner ring 4 may be defined so that
the energy harvesting device 10 may utilize the varying
magnetic field to the maximum possible extent at a given
geometry.

FIG. 3 shows a further embodiment of the present inven-
tion, where two measurement modules 26 and 28 are
mounted on opposing bearing rings of a roller bearing of the
previously described type. Since the functionality of the first
measurement module 26 corresponds to the one previously
described with respect to FIG. 1, reference is made herewith
to the corresponding description of FIG. 1. In addition to the
embodiment shown in FIG. 1, the embodiment shown in
FIG. 3 comprises a second measurement module 28,
mounted to the inner ring 4. The second measurement
module 28 comprises a second energy harvesting device 30
as well as a second evaluation circuit 32 in order to evaluate
the signals as provided by a second acoustical transducer 34
and a second deformation sensor 36 comprising first and
second strain gauges 36a and 365. In order to provide the
required magnetic field of varying flux to the second mea-
surement module 28, the outer ring 6 has attached thereto a
second variable reluctance ring 38.

Although powered by individual rings of magnetic mate-
rial providing variable reluctance, further embodiments of
the present invention may utilize measurement modules on
either bearing ring which comprise at least one permanent
magnet each. This may generate a considerable magnetic
field at the position of the coil of the opposing measurement
module, when the measurement modules transit with respect
to each other. This may provide for the possibility to employ
condition monitoring by simply attaching one measurement
module on either bearing ring. This may save the cost and
the effort to additionally equip each of the bearing rings 4
and 6 with a variable reluctance ring 14 or 38.

Similar to the illustration of FIG. 2, FIG. 4 shows the
interdependencies when two measurement modules accord-
ing to the embodiment of FIG. 3 are tailored to a particular
roller bearing. Again, the basic geometry is provided by the
dimensions of the inner and the outer rings, so that a variable
reluctance has to be designed for fitting to the inner ring and
to the outer ring, respectively. The dimensions and positions
of the common housings have to be designed such that they
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10

fit to the dimensions of the ring to which they are attached
and also to the geometry of the variable reluctance ring of
the opposite bearing ring.

In other words, the interdependencies shown in FIGS. 2
and 4 can be described such that it is advisable to measure
at specific locations in order to measure the strain on the
bearing. In particular, these locations should allow side load
measurement. For acoustic emission sensing, a transducer
may be placed on the bearing itself, preferably on the inner
or the outer ring or even on the seal, if the transmissibility
is sufficient. Measurements may be transmitted wirelessly to
other nodes and/or to a base station or relay node. For the
power generation, the power generator or the energy har-
vesting device shall make use of the relative motion between
the inner and the outer ring. An optimum placement of the
measurement module integrating all these requirements, as
again illustrated schematically in FIGS. 2 and 4, may be
difficult to realize.

When using side load measurements to measure the load,
these functions can be combined into one package, together
with energy generation or energy harvesting, possibly even
with acceleration measurements, acoustic emission mea-
surement on the inner and outer rings. For the power
generation and for a speed measurement, the relative move-
ment between the inner and outer ring is used. Therefore, the
location of the package may be determined by the load
sensing position only, which can still be chosen to be
optimal. The other functions may be gathered around that
point as determined by the dimensions of the bearing and the
relationship between the inner and outer rings. Utilizing a
common housing may even allow for the misalignment of
the bearing rollers, so that the rollers do not touch the
enclosure and the generator ring, which may allow for a
misalignment of the bearing by up to +2° or more.

Using embodiments of measurement modules for condi-
tion monitoring of roller bearings may provide for extremely
compact solutions, also avoiding EMC problems. Power
may even be generated by both inner and outer rings
simultaneously. Utilizing a single measurement module, the
bearings’ dynamic load and the bearings’ roller ball pass
mode can be detected, as well as the bearings loaded zones,
which can also be monitored for changes on the inner ring
or the outer ring package. The use of an energy harvesting
devices negates the requirement for batteries or external
power cabling or the like, making even condition monitoring
of independently designed roller bearings feasible.

The description and drawings merely illustrate the prin-
ciples of the invention. It will thus be appreciated that those
skilled in the art will be able to devise various arrangements
that, although not explicitly described or shown herein,
embody the principles of the invention and are included
within its spirit and scope. Furthermore, all examples recited
herein are principally intended expressly to be only for
pedagogical purposes to aid the reader in understanding the
principles of the invention and the concepts contributed by
the inventor(s) to furthering the art, and are to be construed
as being without limitation to such specifically recited
examples and conditions. Moreover, all statements herein
reciting principles, aspects, and embodiments of the inven-
tion, as well as specific examples thereof, are intended to
encompass equivalents thereof.

Functions of various elements shown in the figures,
including any functional blocks may be provided through
the use of dedicated hardware, as e.g. a processor, as well as
hard-ware capable of executing software in association with
appropriate software. When pro-vided by a processor, the
functions may be provided by a single dedicated processor,
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by a single shared processor, or by a plurality of individual
processors, some of which may be shared. Moreover,
explicit use of the term “processor” or “controller” should
not be construed to refer exclusively to hardware capable of
executing software, and may implicitly include, without
limitation, digital signal processor (DSP) hardware, network
processor, application specific integrated circuit (ASIC),
field programmable gate array (FPGA), read only memory
(ROM) for storing software, random access memory
(RAM), and non-volatile storage. Other hardware, conven-
tional and/or custom, may also be included. Of course, some
or all of the functions may also be implemented using
dedicated analogue electronics, e.g. for performing, process-
ing and transmitting measurements.

It should be appreciated by those skilled in the art that any
block diagrams herein represent conceptual views of illus-
trative circuitry embodying the principles of the invention.
Similarly, it will be appreciated that any flow charts, flow
diagrams, state transition diagrams, pseudo code, and the
like represent various processes which may be substantially
represented in computer readable medium and so executed
by a computer or processor, whether or not such computer
or processor is explicitly shown.

Furthermore, the following claims are hereby incorpo-
rated into the Detailed Description, where each claim may
stand on its own as a separate embodiment. While each
claim may stand on its own as a separate embodiment, it is
to be noted that—although a dependent claim may refer in
the claims to a specific combination with one or more other
claims—other embodiments may also include a combination
of the dependent claim with the subject matter of each other
dependent claim. Such combinations are proposed herein
unless it is stated that a specific combination is not intended.
Furthermore, it is intended to include also features of a claim
to any other independent claim even if this claim is not
directly made dependent to the independent claim.

It is further to be noted that methods disclosed in the
specification or in the claims may be implemented by a
device having means for performing each of the respective
steps of these methods.

Further, it is to be understood that the disclosure of
multiple steps or functions disclosed in the specification or
claims may not be construed as to be within the specific
order. Therefore, the disclosure of multiple steps or func-
tions will not limit these to a particular order unless such
steps or functions are not interchangeable for technical
reasons. Furthermore, in some embodiments a single step
may include or may be broken into multiple sub steps. Such
sub steps may be included and part of the disclosure of this
single step unless explicitly excluded.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMBERS

1 measurement module

2 cylinder roller

4 inner ring

6 outer ring

8 common housing

10 energy harvesting device

12 coil

14 variable reluctance ring

16 power harvesting electronics
18 gap

20 deformation sensor

20a,b strain gauges

22 evaluation circuit

24 acoustical transducer and/or acceleration transducer
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26 first measurement module

28 second measurement module

30 second energy harvesting device
32 second evaluation circuit

34 second acoustic transducer

36 second deformation sensor
36a,b strain gauges

38 second variable reluctance ring

The invention claimed is:

1. A measurement module for monitoring an operating
condition of a roller bearing having a first bearing ring, a
second bearing ring, and a plurality of rolling elements
between the first and second bearing rings, the first and
second bearing rings configured to rotate with respect to
each other around a rotation axis, the module comprising:

a variable reluctance ring fixed to the first bearing ring,

the variable reluctance ring having a first circumferen-
tial end and a second circumferential end such that the
variable reluctance ring only has a single circumferen-
tial gap, the single circumferential gap being located
between the first and second circumferential ends, and
wherein the variable reluctance ring radially overlaps
the plurality of rolling elements;

an energy harvesting device fixed to the second bearing

ring and operable to generate energy from a relative
movement between the energy harvesting device and
the variable reluctance ring;

at least one deformation sensor operable to provide a

deformation signal indicative of a deformation of a
surface region of the second bearing ring, the defor-
mation sensor being powered by the energy harvesting
device;

an evaluation circuit operable to determine, using the

deformation signal, a strain signal indicative of a pres-
ent load on the bearing, the evaluation circuit being
powered by the energy harvesting device; and

a common housing enclosing the energy harvesting

device, the deformation sensor and the evaluation cir-
cuit.

2. The module of claim 1, wherein the energy harvesting
device is operable to generate energy from a magnetic field
of varying flux.

3. The module of claim 1, the deformation sensor further
comprising at least one strain gauge.

4. The module of claim 1, further comprising an acous-
tical transducer, the acoustical transducer being enclosed
within the common housing and powered by the energy
harvesting device.

5. The module of claim 1, further comprising a tempera-
ture sensor, the temperature sensor being enclosed within the
common housing and powered by the energy harvesting
device.

6. The module of claim 1, further comprising a wireless
transmitter coupled with the evaluation circuit, the wireless
transmitter being operable to transmit the load signal or an
information on the load signal to a corresponding trans-
ceiver, wherein the wireless transmitter is enclosed within
the common housing and powered by the energy harvesting
device.

7. The module of claim 1, further comprising one or more
permanent magnets.

8. The module of claim 1, wherein the deformation sensor
is operable to determine a deformation of a surface region
which is essentially perpendicular to the rotation axis.

9. The module of claim 1, the common housing further
comprising a fixation structure adapted to attach the com-
mon housing to a surface of the second bearing ring such
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that deformations of the surface region of the second bearing
ring are transformed into corresponding deformations of a
reference surface of the common housing.

10. The module of claim 9, wherein the deformation
sensor is operable to determine the deformation of the
reference surface.

11. The module of claim 1, the energy harvesting device
further comprising at least one coil.

12. The module of claim 1, wherein the module is
specifically designed for one of a particular roller bearing or
a particular bearing type such that the deformation sensor is
located on a surface region of the bearing where the defor-
mation of the surface depends on a load on the bearing
according to a predetermined relationship.

13. The module of claim 12, wherein the dependency is
essentially linear.

14. The module of claim 12, wherein at least one of a
position and size of the surface region on the second bearing
ring is determined by a finite element analysis of the roller
bearing.

15. The module of claim 12, wherein a contour of the
common housing has at least partly the form of a circular arc
with a radius corresponding to the radius of the second
bearing ring, wherein a distance of a position of the defor-
mation sensor to the circular arc is chosen such that the
deformation sensor is located at or above the surface region
when the common housing is mounted on the second
bearing ring such that the circular arc is aligned with the
radius of the second bearing ring.

16. The module of claim 1, further comprising an elec-
trical coupling between the energy harvesting device and the
deformation sensor performed within the common housing.

17. A roller bearing having a measurement module,

the roller bearing comprising:

a first bearing ring and a second bearing ring rotating
with respect to each other around a rotation axis;
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a plurality of rolling elements disposed between the
first and second bearing rings;

the measurement module comprising:

a variable reluctance ring fixed to the first bearing ring,
the variable reluctance ring having a first circumfer-
ential end and a second circumferential end such that
the variable reluctance ring only has a single cir-
cumferential gap, the single circumferential gap
being located between the first and second circum-
ferential ends, and wherein the variable reluctance
ring radially overlaps the plurality of rolling ele-
ments;

an energy harvesting device fixed to the second bearing
ring and operable to generate energy from a relative
movement between the energy harvesting device and
the variable reluctance ring,

at least one deformation sensor operable to provide a
deformation signal indicative of a deformation of a
surface region of the second bearing ring, the defor-
mation sensor being powered by the energy harvest-
ing device,

an evaluation circuit operable to determine, using the
deformation signal, a strain signal indicative of a
present load on the bearing, the evaluation circuit
being powered by the energy harvesting device; and

a common housing enclosing the energy harvesting
device, the deformation sensor and the evaluation cir-
cuit,

wherein the measurement module is attached to the sec-
ond bearing ring.

18. The roller bearing of claim 17, having one or more

permanent magnets attached to the first bearing ring.

19. The roller bearing of claim 17, further comprising a

second measurement module, wherein the second measure
module is attached to the first bearing ring.
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